
 
                                                                                                                                               Issue #1 – 2026 

   President’s Message: It’s about time to bring everyone up to date on what’s been happening in 
Golden Wheels. 

                                            July 11th. Remember this date! 

I want to talk about the upcoming event; The Driver’s Reunion Night at Evergreen Speedway. In 
the last newsletter I described last year’s event that we participated in. We were also invited to attend 
the planning session for this year’s event which is happening on July 11th. This year’s event honoring 
all those who race at Evergreen will give out two major awards. And both “Awards of Excellence” will 
go to two Golden Wheels members. First to the late Loren Day, whose long history with Sky Valley and 
Evergreen go back years. And next to our HOF racer, car builder and everything racing, Jerry Day, for 
his long contribution to NW racing. As I write this, it looks like Jerry will be supported by having the #76 
sprint car he built for Jan Opperman on display, and if all works out I will be bringing the only midget 
Jerry ever built to display. The midget is currently being restored by Mike Evens, and hope is that it will 
be done in time. It was my dream to have the Rainger Roadster Jerry built there, but as previously 
reported, it suffered much damage in Dave Craver’s shop fire. Loren Day will be represented by his 
beautiful Sky Valley Modified. Other GW members have committed to bringing their cars, and a recent 
addition will be the Art Waller roadster, now owned by the Shoreline Historical Museum. Sprint cars, 
midgets, modifieds, and roadsters. What better way to show the current crop of racers the cars they 
descended from. 

The event also features Ray Townsend’s, and fellow collector’s memorabilia collections which 
are second to none. You have to see it to fully appreciate the extent of this collection. 

If you plan to take part in this event, it is imperative that you attend the next breakfast on June 
13th. to finalize all our plans with Ray Townsend, as this will be the last time we get together before the 
event. 

I hope you all will come out and support this event, the most important event on the GW calendar 
this year. We had a ball there last year, and this promises to be even bigger. 

Since our last newsletter, our membership has been increasing incrementally. For those of you 
that haven’t heard, my partner on the board of the Shoreline Historical Museum, Barry Hansen has 
joined Golden Wheels. Barry’s background is in computers, an area that some of us are not great with. 
And Barry really knows his stuff. If you’ve looked at our WEB site lately, Barry has taken that over and 
made many improvements that are really paying off. He’s found a way to move from our previous 
provider, who was charging us an outrageous amount, to one that we can easily afford. We can’t thank 
Barry enough for what he is bringing to the club. BTY, I mentioned that Barry was my partner on the 
board of the museum. This changed this spring, as I retired as the longest tendered member of the 
board, going back some 15 years. With the museum bringing in a new director, I felt it was time to let 
the new guy have the freedom to start fresh, hopefully with a board with new young faces unlike mine 



at this advanced age. Also joining us, with his vast history and knowledge of racing is Arlie Lazore. Arlie 
has been around club racing activities for some time, has a long history of racing in the NW. and some 
time ago moved back here from his home in southern California. It’s great to have Arlie back in the fold, 
and we look forward to his lending his knowledge to those who need expert help with their projects. 
Finally, most recently, we were joined by Bill and Audrey Beavert. If that name sounds familiar, Bill is 
the son of longtime racer Bud Beavert. Bill also brings an extensive racing background with him and 
we look forward to Bill adding his expertise to our endeavors. 

Earlier this year, I received a note from one Kathy Marquard. As it turned out, Kathy is the 
daughter in law of the late club member Chuck Harring. She had found a GW roster, and wondered if 
we would be interested in having Chuck’s collection. Knowing Chuck for many years, of course I said 
“you bet”. Chuck had a very long history with racing in the NW. His grandfather was the track super at 
Aurora Speedway. His father built the fence there. Chuck’s racing went back to Sky Valley, and later 
Monroe, mostly in modifieds. In later years he ran his midget with us in Golden Wheels for several 
years. Chuck was a photographer. And I mean that. He could be found at any racing facility with his 
camera, and he was good. All this is to say that I had great expectations for what that collection 
included. Well after telling Kathy to send it to my house, a few days later, five boxes marked “Caution 
Heavy” landed at my front door. The postman who delivered them commented on how heavy they were 
and he wasn’t kidding. I dragged them in the house, which took up a large part of my tiny living room. I 
was thinking what had I gotten myself into. Well, two days later I went outside and found another 4 
boxes of equal size on my sidewalk. Added them to the earlier boxes, now totaling 9 (heavy boxes). I 
had one more contact with Kathy, where she said there was a little more. Three more boxes!!! It turns 
out that Chuck was an avid collector of everything car. Boxes and boxes of books. And treasures for 
the GW library of programs from local tracks going back many years. And, photos. Albums of photos. 
Thousands of photos. We’ve had a couple of members come over after breakfast meetings, and have 
waded through some of this stuff. I have spent several hours digging out what the club wants, and what 
can help others in their pursuit of history. Someday, I expect to get my living room back. 

Speaking of Jerry Day. Jerry was recently honored by the Elma Auto Racing Hall of Fame. This 
event is a big deal, and goes back many years. Elma has a very rich history in NW racing with a Hall 
second to none. Jerry was also chosen as the main speaker, but that was shortened by a failure of the 
sound system. But that didn’t matter, as GW members Jim Edwards, Dave and Teresa Craver and Kay 
and I were there to celebrate this great honor with Jerry. Congratulations Jerry for this much deserved 
honor.  

See you on July 11th.?    Hal 

Thanks for bringing us up to date Hal. It sounds like the gathering at Evergreen Speedway is going to be 
a lot of fun and I hope we have a good turnout for the event. I know Ray Townsend has put a lot of time and 
effort into it and I am looking forward to seeing all of the memorabilia he will have on display. 

Just a little reminder ---- If you have not renewed and paid your 2026 Dues, Please do so soon. Thank You! 
 
I was not sure as I start this issue, on what to use as filler since we have not had any events since last 

year’s show at the Shoreline Historical Museum event. I decided to go into the Golden Wheels collection of 
memorabilia. One of the articles that I found was my copy of the first issue of the Golden Wheels Newsletter put 
out by Pike Green. I know it has been used some time in the past but don’t remember how far back. Thought it 
might be nice to be reminded of our beginnings. To fill space, I have inserted small photos at the bottom of the 
pages. They were not on the original newsletter. 
 

 



                                 



 

   

                                                        



                                                             



I thought a little color was needed so I scanned off these photos from the Golden Wheels 2000 Banquet. 
The first photo is of Bob Simpson receiving his Hall of Fame award. I do not know what awards were being 

presented in the other photos, or if Mr. Day received one..  
 

             
 

                  
 
Hope you enjoy the newsletter. Problems trying to figure out some update changes to the old word program I 
have were a bit of a problem and I’m still having problems finding information on the computer since being 
hacked. Being old, forgetful and slow solving problems probably doesn’t help either. 
 
BIRTHDAYS!! – The last newsletter covered birthdays through the month of March this year. Starting off this 
year will be our April celebrant Arlie Lazore. In May, George Hespe is the lone celebrant. In June Naomi 
Cruikshank and Ramon Cruikshank will be partying to celebrate another lap around the sun. July is a bit busier 
with Teresa Craver, Jerry Day, Rick Leighty, Del McClure, Donelle McMurtry and Brian McMurtry possibly 
celebrating with fireworks. We will start with August in our next newsletter. 
Happy Birthday to All and Very Best Wishes for the coming year!  
 
Don’t Forget Breakfast: The next Saturday Morning Breakfast at Shay’s in Shoreline will be June 13th. 
Meeting starts at 9:00 am but you can come early and stay late if you so wish. Hope to see you there. 
 

As I grow older I am finding it is much easier to follow Racing Wheels owner Gary Sterner’s sign off on 
his editor’s collum……. “Until next time ………………………….…Keep Your Wheels Down!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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