
 
            Issue #3 – 2020 

President’s Message: I know it's been a while since we've produced a newsletter. There are a number of reasons 
for this: There is a pandemic, which has had the effect of eliminating all of the club related events we would normally have 
participated in this year. Not the least of which is the ability to get together and enjoy each other's company. At this writing, 
nothing has changed, and the recent news is not encouraging that things will change in the near future. Another reason is 
newsletters are expensive to produce, and I have a hard time devoting club money to telling you what you already know, 
and that I don't have any positive news to pass along. With that said, I recently read a post from member Mike Adkins on 
the Golden Wheels Face Book page that did a much better job of describing this year than I could ever do. I was so 
impressed, that I asked Mike if he would be a "Guest Columnist" and allow us to use his post in this newsletter. Of course 
he agreed, so here it is: 

“Whooda thunk it? Just (and it seems like a year) 7 months ago several of us were all wound up and excited the 
winter was gone and the scheduled Golden Wheels Dynamic and Static shows were about to begin. The memories of the 
2019 static shows in Shoreline and the dynamic displays at Deming Speedway and the Skagit Speedway World of Outlaws 
had carried us through the winter. 

A few of us were moments away from dropping the trailer tongue onto the ball hitch and heading to Elma 
Washington for the first show of the year; 12th Annual Elma Auto Racing Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony Silent Auction 
and Race Car Display on the 14th of March. The invite was from Rick Leighty in conjunction with the new sole Grays 
Harbor Raceway promoter Bert Johnson. This was to be the marrying of the old with the new and a stage for community 
and race participants to gather in an effort to help each other for the upcoming season. 

One consideration was a parade of race cars from town ending at the Fairgrounds pavilion with Police escort. Golden 
Wheels would be the center piece of the enclosed car show for the fund raiser that EARHoF had planned for their induction 
process. 

Then with little or no factual information coming about the Covid-19, Rick Leighty and the board made the right 
and tough decision to cancel the event in the best interest of the age group of all the attending members. I am sure the 
decision was difficult after so much planning had gone into it but looking back, there really was no question. 

We do not know what 2021 will bring, but it is safe to say we have collectively skinned our knees, promoters, 
racers, and spectators alike. Lessons have been learned that will provide us with some insight into how to safely continue 
doing what we love and enjoy doing and we will, for sure, be in the game for 2021. So keep polishing that beauty and maybe 
even fire it up even once in a while so when the call does come; We will be ready.” 

  

 Now, a little bit more that has happened since I first sat down to do this newsletter in October. Yes, I said October!   
First, I would like to thank Mike for the great column he contributed. And, if you're not already following Mike's 

Facebook page, you should. It's titled "Sprint Fast, Catch Us If You Can". It will entertain you with some of Mike's great 
stories and keep you up to date on what's going on in the local racing scene, especially regarding sprint car racing.   

Next, I need to tell the membership that Gary Berg has given up his job as the club's treasurer. I have become the 
temporary treasurer until we have elections and can come up with someone who will be as honest and hard working as 
Gary has been in the job. Further, Gary will no longer store and maintain the club car. I have stepped in there too, as I 
have picked up the car from Gary at his storage unit and currently am storing the car in my minimum sized carport. Not to 
worry, it's safe and dry. Anyone who would like to relieve me of this duty should note that the car must be maintained and 
is a mainstay at any and all static shows that the club participates in, which means; you get to tow it and show it.  
 Along the same lines, Jerry Robertson has moved, and will be unable to continue on as our membership chairman. 
So, there is another position that must be filled, especially with member renewals coming up. I know there were some 
instances last year of people not getting their membership cards after submitting their dues. I hope we can avoid that again 
this year. Please bear with us while we figure out who will fulfill that position in the future. 

The year is coming to a close much faster than I ever imagined, but not fast enough for me. The next newsletter you 
receive will be in the new year. At that time dues will be due, and because it's been two years since the current officers were 
elected, there will be a ballot included for all positions, officers and board members.  
 Now I must tell you some very sad news that I just confirmed. J.C. Nelson, son of the late John Nelson, and 
honorary lifetime member Barbara Nelson, passed away suddenly on Friday December 11th. after a brief fight with 



cancer. I spoke with Barbara today, and this, coupled with the situation faced by being trapped by the corona virus has 
been more than tough on her as you can imagine. I'm sure after things settle down a bit for Barbara, she would enjoy 
hearing from some of her old friends from Golden Wheels. John and Barbara were mainstays in this club for many, many 
years. When I have more details, I will pass them along. 

Remember we currently have no secretary and no treasurer. It will also be an opportunity to throw out the guy who 
has been the president of this club for what seems like about a half a century. Aren't elections fun!!!!!! 

In closing, Kay and I want to wish each and every one of you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year. It has to get better! Hal  

 

NOTES: As we all know, 2020 threw everything into an unexpected mess. Since there were no events throughout 
the season, there basically was no news to report, and Hal has covered the important information in his Prez Report.  
Hopefully we will have a lot to report in 2021, and I thought a trip down memory lane would be interesting. Digging through 
the archives, I found the newsletter from Dec. 1995 and thought everyone might enjoy a 25 year look back in time. Included 
are 5 pages (the Want Ads page is omitted). To make room the, Want Ad and Advertiser pages in this issue were cut. I will 
have the full 1995 issue posted on the Golden Wheels web site and I am posting our advertisers there also.  

 

BIRTHDAYS!! ---- BIRTHDAYS!! ---- We have a lot of catching up on Birthday Best Wishes and will start with August 
celebrants Ralph Zbarsky, L.D.’Dud’ Burnett, Arthur Waller, Dan Blair, Mike Adkins, Joe Winkler and Jack Corley. In 
September Ruth Hespe and Joanne Edwards had the month to themselves. October saw Sharon Osborn-Ryan, Bob Scott, 
Brian Pratt and Richard Phillips blowing out the candles. November birthdays greetings went to Barbara Nelson, Vicki 
Westberg, Lynn Becktell and William Bowers. Closing out the year and opening presents twice are the December celebrants 
Hershel McGriff, Jim Edwards, John Wood Jr., Jack Kuehn, Rich Leighty and Dave Sweeny. Happy Birthday to All and 
Best Wishes for the coming year!  
 

It is that time of the year again. DUES are due. Please fill out and return the membership renewal form below. 
As Hal mentioned, Jerry Robertson is no longer doing the membership work so it will probably take a bit longer 
for Hal & I to get your cards out to you.  
 With the holiday season upon us, increased traffic, fewer daylight hours, looking at holiday light displays 
and maybe singing along with the radio could be extra reasons to be watchful while on the Hi-Ways and By-
Ways, so please be careful while out and about, and always remember to ……….……Keep Your Wheels Down!! 

“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year” 
             “PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! ------------------ THANK YOU!!” 
 

 
 

--- Please Enjoy The 1995 Golden Wheels Newsletter ---  



 



 



 



 



 



 
 


