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 Happy Holidays!!!  Here is hoping that you all enjoyed a very pleasant Thanksgiving and will have a great 
Christmas and New Year celebration.   
 
 We have logged another great banquet for the books with a fun night for those in attendance. President Hal 
Schlegel was once more coerced into taking on the Master of Ceremonies job, a job he did very well.  
 Awards presented, and those receiving them, at this years annual banquet were; Rookie of the Year (4): 
Brenda Jarrett, Don Dalgarno, Joe Davitt, Clarke Geffe; Appreciation Award (2): Roger King, Kim Hendrickson; 
Golden Lady: Anita Volz; Man of the Year: Marvin Price. 
 Well deserving 2009 inductees into the Golden Wheels Hall Of Fame were the late Art Pollard and Delmar 
McClure. 
 Congratulations to all of our deserving award recipients. 
 Along with reviewing the year, informing all on upcoming plans for Golden Wheels and presenting the 
awards, Hal also introduced new members Virginia Latta Curulla  and her husband Joe, and guests John & Kristine 
Kaylor. The Kaylor’s are designing and setting up the new Golden Wheels web site. 
  Following our meal and Hal’s presentation, Jerry Day once again headed up the auction with Frankie Volz 
as his assistant and sometime shill. Needless to say, there was seldom a non-humorless moment while they had the 
floor. Total proceeds raised for the evening totaled out at $717. 
 All in all a very successful banquet with good, no make that great, tales that get bigger, braver and faster 
every year, good food and a nice amount raised to go into the fund to help further the Golden Wheels cause of helping 
those in the racing family that are in need. 
 
 For those of you that do not subscribe to, or get to see, the Northwest racing paper Inside Track, there is a 
great article in 2009’s final issue on Hal’s #14 Solar midget. Very nice photos and write up by editor Steve Heeb 
done during Golden Wheels’ last visit to South Sound Speedway. If you would like to get a copy or check out the 
issue, an online trip to http://www.insidetrackmagazine.com will do the job for you. Hal’s story is covered on pages 
9 and 39. Go to Current Issue on the web site.  
 If you’d like to check out a shot of the 2009 Ford Focus Midget Champion at Grays Harbor Raceway it’s on 
page 33. This last info is a shameless plug for my grandson, Seth Hespe, who won the title. 
 
 I have received a message from Mike Stryker that he had more copies printed up of Harry’s very fine Offy 
Engine Rebuild Manual. You can find all the pertinent ordering info on page 7, the Buy Sell Find Trade page. 
  Along with the Offy Manual info, Mike sent the following…..”I would like to collect as many photos of the 
77 John Snider car, if possible a color one from when it was cream and brown. Dad and I planed to put it back to the 
original paint and going through it to sell, but we were focusing on getting the roadster finished up first. I am so glad 
we got it finished for him to drive. He and I spent everyday for a year working on it. Not sure that didn't make it 
harder to see him pass-on as now when I work in the shop I don't have him there to show what I am doing Wrong!” 
Mike adds… “I still have some parts!” 
 
 Just after the last issue went out I found out that we had lost Betty Hancock in May. Betty, along with her 
husband Don, was very active in Golden Wheels for many years. Our condolences to Don, their family and friends.  
Rest In Peace, Betty. 
 
 We are also saddened to learn that member Phyllis Devine, publisher of The Alternate, passed away the first 
of the month. She had been in and out of the hospital since early August. The loss of The Alternate would be felt by 
many and her husband Joe is going to try to restart the publication. Condolences to the family and friends. Rest In 
Peace, Phyllis.  
 



 
 
President’s Column:  
 While it’s not a very busy time of the year for racing (unless you’re rebuilding your car, as many of us 
are), there is plenty to keep us going strong. Golden Wheels has recently completed another year ending awards 
banquet, which by all accounts was a huge success.   
 We have just celebrated Thanksgiving, and with so much to be thankful for, I hope each and everyone 
of you had a wonderful holiday. 
 Christmas is just around the corner, and I want to take this opportunity to wish all the Golden Wheels 
membership a very happy holiday. It is my hope that Santa will bring me a front cover for a midget HAL motor 
this year. Of course, I’ve wished for the same gift for several years with no luck. What race-related item would 
you like to see under the tree this year? 
 In November, I represented the club at the annual WARPA promoters meeting. This is the event where 
we meet with the track representatives, and set a tentative schedule for the coming year. This year, I was 
ably assisted by vice president Brian McMurtry and past president Jim Edwards. Jim generously towed the 
SAMCO to the show, as for several years we have provided a vintage car to display and represent the club.  
With assistance from the hotel staff, we pushed the car through the lobby, over a bridge, and displayed it right 
next to the meeting room door. It was truly a hit, as WARPA members and hotel guests crowded the car all 
day. 
Our race schedule representatives FrankieVolz and Marv Price have been hard at work on next year’s schedule, 
which tentatively stands as follows: 
May 7th. & 8th.  Stateline Idaho 
May 22nd.   Meridian, Idaho  (caged sprints only) 
May 29th.   Elma, WA  (with the NW Wingless Tour) 
June 11th. & 12th.  Ephrata, WA (probably with WMRA) 
June 25th. & 26th.  Cottage Grove, OR (with the NWWT) 
July 2nd. & 3rd.  Coos Bay, OR (with the NWWT) 
July 2nd. & 3rd.  Port Angeles, WA (for those wishing to run closer to home) 
July 16th. & 17th.  
Or 23rd. & 24th.   Roseburg, OR (The Art Pollard Memorial) 
Aug. 13th. & 14th.   Yakima, WA (on the ½ mile) 
Sept. 3rd. & 4th.  Ephrata, WA (probably with WMRA) 
Sept. 17th. & 18th.  Tenino, WA  
Oct. 1st. & 2nd.   Lebanon, OR (with the NWWT) 
Mid Nov.   Lake Havasu, ( with the SW chapter of WCVR, WRA & BCRA and others) 
 As you can see, it is already a very aggressive schedule. There is also the possibility of a couple more 
Saturday only shows at Elma with the NW Wingless Tour.   
 I hope to see many of you at the regular monthly meeting next week, and once again, wish you all the 

happiest of holidays.        Hal Schlegel 
 
 
Birthdays - Birthdays – Birthdays!!!  With winter weather settling in, most of the following Birthday Celebrators 
probably will, or did, look forward to that wee bit of extra warmth emanating from the top of their cakes. And basking 
in the glow before that big wish and exhalation is nice, also.  
 Our November partiers were; Barbara Nelson, Vicki Westberg, Donna Read, Ross Fontes, Marvin Price, 
Dale Warren, Chuck Harring, Don Shervey, Frederick Pierce and Al Slinker.   
 Members  doing the December celebrating include; Hershel McGriff, Art Day, Erick Lieder, John Nelson, 
Jim Edwards, Jack Kuehn, John Wood, Jr. and Ron Dunn.  
 As always, Best Wishes To All and may you have many more in the future! 
 
Dues. Ahhh, Yes. ‘Tis that time again when we must renew our Golden Wheels Membership. A report from our 
treasurer, Gary Berg, shows that some of you are more than on the ball and have already sent in your 2010 dues. 
Thanks! Now, a gentle reminder for the rest, myself included, that January 1st is the due date for renewal. Use the 
form at the bottom of page 6 to renew and to up date any needed information.  



 
 
 
 
 Feedback on the reprinted Golden Wheels articles by Pike Green about the founding and early days of our 
group has been great, with several requests for more. As they say… “Ask and ye shall receive.”   
 

    
 One of the Northwest area’s top drivers, Travis Rutz, was critically injured at Terra Haute Speedway in 
IN on Sunday, Sep. 27th.  Rutz, 21, out of Langley, BC was competing with the All Star Circuit of Champions at the 
time.  Rutz spent a month in the hospital in Indianapolis, most of it in ICU, and is currently in the Langley, BC 
hospital. At last report he is slowly coming out of his coma and is into a rehab program. His Dad reports that he 
tried to talk on Dec. 4th and did get to make a trip home, lasting one hour, on Dec. 6th. Travis will remain 
hospitalized for some time and will probably be in rehab for months. 
 As would be expected, medical costs are and will continue to be very large. Several fund raisers have 
been held throughout the Northwest and the country have been held with good results. In staying with our object to 
render assistance, Golden Wheels made a donation in the sum of $300 to help with his expenses.  



 Should any one wish to contribute on their own, funds may be deposited in the Travis Rutz Fund account 
through any Banner Bank in WA, OR or ID or sent to Banner Bank, Attn: Mikala Gammell, 1414 12th St., 
Bellingham, WA 98225. 
 This young man had a great future ahead of him and hopes are that in time he will be able to return to the 
track and his dream. 
 
 
 
 
 Following the last issue, Prez Hal received a call or two from members stating that they also were charter 
members. As was noted in the Dec 3, 1975 pg 10 column printed last month the Charter Membership deadline was 
extended to Dec. 31, 1975 because of Canadian postal problems. That info and the following column should clear 
up any questions. 

 Northwest racing historian Brian Pratt contacted me a while back with photos of a couple of patches and 
the following…. “Came across a thread on the H.A.M.B. forum about a couple patches I bought. While I've never 
seen the RRAW patch before I figure it has to be for the Roaring Roadster Association of Washington. The "500 
Club" is odd. Not sure if it is a Northwest thing or something else.” RRAW is red sewn on felt. 500 is black printed 
on cloth. Take a look and see it you recognize either one. If you do, give him a holler with the info.  
Phone 604-298-1930.  Email – bpratt@paralynx.com.   Or, send to me at  firsturn@comcast.net.  



                                                                                   

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 As noted on the first page we have a new member, Virginia Latta Curulla of Bellevue, WA. Virginia is 
researching the involvement of her father, Charles W. Latta, and uncles Charles Webster Latta & Chester Allen Latta, 
in racing in the Northwest. Her father drove at Tacoma in 1913 and 1916. Since this was during the early 1900’s, the 
Barney Oldfield era, it’s tough to find records. I’m sure that she would be happy to talk to anyone with any info or 
leads. Contact her at latta4gen@comcast.net. And Welcome to the group, Virginia. 
 



 Treasurer Gary Berg reports that he has sent our annual $500 contribution off to Pike’s favorite charity, 
Sunshine Acres.  
 Also, a thank you to all that contributed to Hope Link. Along with the food collection Golden Wheels made 
a $200 contribution. We will take donations at our breakfasts but if you can’t make it to the breakfast, give to a food 
bank in your local area. I’m sure we all know someone having problems with the economy these days. Give a little, 
they can use all the help they can get. And, “it’ll make ya feel good”. 
 
 With winter weather hard upon us (well, most of us), take a little extra care in your travels and make sure  
that you always……………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………Keep Your Wheels Down!! 

  Happy Holidays…….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

◊◊◊◊◊◊ == BUY=SELL=FIND=TRADE == ◊◊◊◊◊◊
For Sale: Midget open trailer. Tandem axel. 13 inch wheels. Tire rack. Low deck, easy load. Licensed. $750. 

SOLD  Contact: Jim Edwards, Ph. 425-277-0481    Email - 76wmra1@comcast.net  SOLD 
 

For Sale: 1935 Midget Race Car No. 4 Wee Stinker, complete. Owned and driven by Pike Green 1977 to 1985. Has 
approximately ten races on newly installed rebuilt Ford V8-60 engine. Some restoration still needed. Make offer.  

Contact; Dick Fredell  360-629-2370  Email - rmf54@live.com 
 

For Sale: Midget offset Bennett quick change housing w / side plate & rear covers. 4.44 to 1 Ford ring & pinion. Used Franklin 
10 spline gear sets #7-8-9-23 special-35-41. Also: Midget Race Car - 1930’s vintage. Looks like a Solar. Lots of LA Calif. 

history.   No Engine or gear box. Contact: Jack Corley 360 NE 20th Dr., Gresham, OR 97030  Phone: 503-667-1725 
 
For Sale: 1971 Bob Trostle midget. Very rare as only three (3) were built. Has new Chevy II engine, new tail & nose and chrome 

plating. Torsion rear, leaf spring front suspension. Car was in process of restoration. Death in family forces sale. $11,000. 
Contact: Sam at 480-830-8883. 

 
Wanted: Information on D.O. Hal engine recently purchased in Portland, OR area. We are told the engine came from up north 

30 years ago. (Possibly Bremerton or Bellingham, WA) It originally came with a rocker arm Crager. Both on ‘B’ blocks and 
painted silver. The HAL is gold under the silver. A & W BRG 10/3/61 is stamped on the pan rail. Any information is appreciated.  

Contact: Gordy 360-694-7853 or Mark 360-798-2166. 
 

For Sale: ‘74 Edmunds-Kane Midget. 6 sets gears, 12 wheels, Chevy II, Halibrand & spare parts. $16,000 w / open trailer or 
$20,000 w / 2008 14’ enclosed trailer.     Call: 360-387-4696 

 
Smoke, Sand and Rubber - ‘Methanol’ Mel Anthony, Golden Wheels’ in house story teller’s long awaited Midget & Big Car 
History in the Northwest. Soft Cover, 288 pages, 7”x10”, 250 B&W Photos. ISBN:0-9787721-0-5. Priced @ $29.95 + $4.00 

domestic shipping. $8.00 foreign. Order from: Sylvester Publishing #133, 18405 Aurora Ave. N. Suite H, Shoreline, WA 98133 
  

Available Again - Harry Stryker Offy Engine Rebuild Manual. Price is $85.00 Shipping included! - Again Available  
Mike Stryker, 15574 Space Murals Lane, Las Cruces, NM 88011 575-571-1390  Email -  mstryker58@gmail.com. 

For Sale? Wanted? Trade? Need Info? --- Put your ad here.  
It worked for Eric Lieder! -- It could work for you! 

Try it. You might Like it. 
 

HAS YOUR AD CHANGED?  PLEASE LET US KNOW SO WE CAN BE UP TO DATE.  
 

 
 


