
           
 

                             Issue #5 – 2009 
 
 Once again, I must sadly open our newsletter with the passing of three more Golden Wheels members, Hall 
of Fame member Cliff Spalding, Walt James and Marcus Espinosa.  

 
 Well known on the west coast, Cliff won many races in both big cars, and midgets, and notably won five 
USAC midget races. He had the track record at San Jose, CA. He also won a 100 lap USAC race there, then repeated 
it the next night at Stockton, CA 
 
 Long time Golden Wheels member Walt James passed away on September 9th at his Acton, Calif., home at 
age 86. Known as Mr. CRA, he was president for 20 years (1950-1970) of the California Racing Association and the 
force behind the Western Racing Association’s vintage racing group. He was inducted into the National Sprint Car 
Hall of Fame in 1993 and was also a member of the West Coast Stock Car Hall of Fame. Walt built, or was involved 
in the building of, several California racetracks. 
 He and his wife, Dottie, conducted the annual January CRA Reunions at Knott's Berry Farm, always a 
highlight for many former drivers, car owners, mechanics, officials, media and racing supporters. Walt was always 
in the middle of things. 
 Walt also had a distinguished war record as a young officer on a B-17 stationed in England, earning many 
medals. 
 Services were held Sept 25th Riverside National Cemetery in Riverside, CA. Donations may be made to 
either of Walt's two favorite charities. The Lions Walt James "Scholarship Fund", PO Box 312 Castaic, CA 91384 or 
Road to Recovery, 23623 North Scottsdale Rd Suite D, 3420 Scottsdale, AZ 85255. 
 
 On September 1st Marcus Espinosa, father of my wife Ruth, passed away at his home in Redondo Beach, CA 
at age 84. A member of Golden Wheels for several years, Marcus attended and enjoyed the races at Ascot Park. 
Attending Golden Wheels, or other racing events, and meeting fellow Golden Wheels members were always a high 
spot on his trips to the NW to visit family. 
 Marcus served his country as a Ball Turret Gunner in a B-17 Flying Fortress during WWII with 25 missions 
over Europe. He retired from North American Rockwell after 43 years, working on the development of the Space 
Shuttle being one of his proudest accomplishments. 
 He was most proud of his wife Rosie, daughters Ruth and Rosario, seven grand children and twenty great-
grandchildren who survive him. 
 
 Our condolences and prayers go out to the families and many, many friends of Cliff, Walt and Marcus. 
May you Rest In Peace. 
 
 Also, please keep Lee Elwell and his family in your thoughts and prayers on the recent passing of his 



daughter. May she Rest In Peace. 
President’s Column:  
 
As I sit down to write this month’s column, I am struck by the realization that the year is quickly 
coming to a close.  I am at a loss to understand or explain how this could be.  A year with so many 
events, for so many members, couldn’t be winding down so soon, could it? 
 
By the time you read this we will have completed the last two on track events, those at Willamette 
Speedway, Lebanon, OR on the dirt, and the extra show at Hermiston, OR that was added recently on 
the asphalt this coming weekend.   
 
In reliving this year’s events, both static (7) and on track (12) I must judge the year as one of the 
most successful in our history.  In static events, from our new location for the annual inspections put 
on by Sandblaster’s Inc. at the Plant Farm in Arlington thru our annual Shoreline Historical Museum 
show to the small, but oh so rewarding show a few of us did for the residents of the Foss Nursing 
home, and the first annual Arlington Drag Strip Reunion & Car Show, the club showed more cars, 
educated more people about our sport and it’s history, and revived emotional memories of the past for 
so many.  Every on track event that I was able to participate in stands out as extra special this year 
because for the first time, my car was able to contribute after several year’s of tough luck.  My 
outrageous boast that began the year that “the midgets will be back” was fulfilled, even though some 
of the cars that I thought would come out didn’t make it.  But I believe at one point we had something 
like 10 midgets at an event.  From where we’ve been recently, that’s unbelievable!  And with so many 
projects almost ready to join us in our fun, the future is bright.  As to sprints, there has not been 
any shortage in recent years as between 15 and 20 can be counted on at every event.   
 
What’s up for the remainder of the year?  Well this Sunday, Oct. 11th. We begin another season of 
monthly meetings.  A kitchen fire at Shay’s Restaurant, our meeting place, has displaced us for our 
Tuesday dinners for a couple months, but with a little luck we will be able to have breakfast this 
coming weekend.   
 
And that brings us to the Golden Wheels annual awards banquet and auction.  Held this year at Marie 
Callender’s Restaurant & Bakery on Saturday, Oct. 24th.  Located close to Northgate Shopping Center 
in Seattle, the fun starts with fellowship at 6pm, followed with dinner at 7pm.  The annual banquet 
is the culmination of the year, where we honor those who’s contributions to the club go above and 
beyond, recognize new entries to our Hall of Fame, and celebrate another successful year in our long 
history.  I hope to see many of you at the banquet, and remind you that if you have an auction item 
laying around, please bring it, as our auction is a major fund raiser and helps us carry out our mission 
of “comradeship, charity, educational static display of the cars of yesterday, and on track exhibition 
events”.   
 
Hal 
  
Birthdays - Birthdays – Birthdays 
 Our 2009 September “What? Another Birthday?” list reads as follows; Ruth Hespe, Joanne Edwards, Janis 
Day, Beth Samuelson, Rolla Vollstedt, Allan Fulmer and Donald Kearney. 
 For October, the “Step Up To The Cake And Blow” list is Bob Scott, Neil McLeod, Steve Parrish, Chuck 
Rude, Paul H. Day, Brian Pratt, Richard N. Phillips and ‘seldom picked on anymore’ John R. Moser  
   
REMEMBER - Age is just a state of mind….Some days I'm myself….Some days I'm my kids…………… 
But on the best days…………………………………………………............………..I'm my Grandkids. 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 



 
 
Great News - The current issue of the Sprint Car and Midget Magazine lists the new inductees into the National 
Midget Hall of Fame. Among the honorees is Golden Wheels Hall of Fame Member Len Sutton. This recognition is 
well deserved.  
 
 As I perused the Original Charter Members in the Pike Green article on page three I noted only the following 
are still members: #0 – Gerry McLees, #23 – Bob McLees, #32 - Glenn Nickell, #46 – Marion Shaw, #71 – Don 
Samuelson, #76 – Jerry Day, #115 - George Hespe and #119 – Jim Edwards.  
 It would be interesting to know how many others on the list are still living, where and how they are doing. If 
anyone can shed some light on these charter members feel free to contact either Hal (h-kschlegel@q.com - 206-364-
3170) or me (firsturn@comcast.net - 425-334-5763) and we’ll see that they get a newsletter and know they are still 
thought of.  
 
Upcoming Events -  Sunday Breakfast - Banquet - It’s  time again for our monthly Sunday breakfasts, held on the 
second Sunday of the month at Shay’s Restaurant, 15744 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, WA. As mentioned in the Prez’s 
column, we are in a state of limbo as the restaurant has not yet at this time reopened their food service. Because of 
the lateness of the newsletter we will attempt to make contact by email or phone. Everything should be back to normal 
by next month for the Nov. 8th breakfast. And, another reminder on the 2009 Banquet at Marie Callender’s on October 
24th.  Auction items needed and welcomed. 
  
  
 Here’s a shot of the beautiful white & blue John Wood #97, the 1953 Kurtis Kraft V8/60 midget mentioned 
back in the Issue #3 People & Cars column. We’re looking forward to seeing it on the track in 2010. 
 

                       
  
 
Since it’s the month of October, transportation modes may vary for some. If you are one that has decided 
to try out the latest model of the 2009 Broomie Special you might want to invest in the TWO option 
(Training Wheel/Wing Outrigger). Regardless of your transportation selection, Have a Hoot of a 
Halloween……  and make sure you……………… 
……………………………………………………………………………Keep Your Wheels/Wings Down!! 
 
 
 



◊◊◊◊◊◊ == BUY=SELL=FIND=TRADE == ◊◊◊◊◊◊ 
 

For Sale: 1939 V8-60 Block, crank, oil pan & stock heads, 
intake & exhaust manifolds. Block well seasoned (Rusty). 

Belonged to Eli Vukovich family. $200  
NEW      Contact Eric Lieder, phone 541-855-7146    NEW  

 
For Sale: 1935 Midget Race Car No. 4 Wee Stinker, 

complete. Owned and driven by Pike Green 1977 to 1985. 
Has approximately ten races on newly installed rebuilt Ford 
V8-60 engine. Some restoration still needed. Contact; Dick 

Fredell  360-629-2370   rmf54@live.com 
 
For Sale: Kane midget. All powder coated.110 Offy motor. 7–
12”wheels. Aprox 15-13” wheels. Lots of Offy motor parts. All 

tools for rebuild of motor. New hood & nose for Kurtis. T-
Bars. Quick change gears. Spark plugs. Clean out the shop.  

$35,000  Cokey Williams Ph. 510-537-8497 
 

For Sale: ‘74 Edmunds-Kane Midget. 6 sets gears, 12 
wheels, Chevy II, Halibrand & spare parts. $16,000 w / open 

trailer or $20,000 w / 2008 14’ enclosed trailer 
Call: 360-387-4696 

 
For Sale: Midget offset Bennett quick change housing w / 
side plate & rear covers. 4.44 to 1 Ford ring & pinion. Used 

Franklin 10 spline gear sets #7-8-9-23 special-35-41. 
Contact: Jack Corley: 1790 SE Regner Rd., Gresham, OR 

97080  Phone: 503-667-1725 
 

 
PUT YOUR AD HERE – IT’S FREE 

YES…  I SAID IT’S FREE 
 

 
For Sale:Midget Race Car - 1930’s vintage. Looks like a 
Solar. Lots of LA Calif. history.   No Engine or gear box. 

Jack Corley, 1790 SE Regner Rd., Gresham, OR 97080  
Phone: 503-667-1725 

 
For Sale:Midget Race Car - 1930’s vintage. Looks like a 
Solar. Lots of LA Calif. history.   No Engine or gear box. 

Jack Corley, 1790 SE Regner Rd., Gresham, OR 97080  
Phone: 503-667-1725 

 
For Sale: 1971 Bob Trostle midget. Very rare as only three 

(3) were built. Has new Chevy II engine, new tail & nose and 
chrome plating. Torsion rear, leaf spring front suspension. 

Car was in process of restoration. Death in family forces sale. 
$11,000. Contact: Sam at 480-830-8883. 

 
Wanted: Information on D.O. Hal engine recently purchased 
in Portland, OR area. We are told the engine came from up 

north 30 years ago. (Possibly Bremerton or Bellingham, WA) 
It originally came with a rocker arm Crager. Both on ‘B’ 

blocks and painted silver. The HAL is gold under the silver. A 
& W BRG 10/3/61 is stamped on the pan rail. Any information 

is appreciated. Contact: Gordy 360-694-7853 or Mark 360-
798-2166. 

 
Smoke, Sand and Rubber - ‘Methanol’ Mel Anthony, Golden 
Wheels’ in house story teller’s long awaited Midget & Big Car 
History in the Northwest. Soft Cover, 288 pages, 7”x10”, 250 
B&W Photos. ISBN:0-9787721-0-5. Priced @ $29.95 + $4.00 

domestic shipping. $8.00 foreign. Order from: Sylvester 
Publishing #133, 18405 Aurora Ave. N. Suite H, Shoreline, 

WA 98133 
 
 
 

 
 



 


