
 

 
                                                                                                                                                   Issue #4 - 2009 
We have lost yet another Golden Wheels Hall of Fame member and it is with sadness I post this message 

from Dan Blair. 
HARRY STRYKER - October 22, 1931 - July 5, 2009 
 On the morning of July 5th, 2009 Golden Wheels lost one of the more prominent members of recent 
times. 

 
 Harry Stryker, with his wife Helen and family moved to the Northwest in 1977 from Northern California. 
After being bitten by the racing bug he got involved with Midget racing with the Bay Cities Racing Association. 
Some of Harry's accomplishments in BCRA were Championships in 1963 indoors with driver Charlie Lawlor his 
childhood friend  and  an overall  championship in 1966 with Billy Vukovich Jr. 
 Drivers who drove for Harry include Billy Vukovich, Jr., Harry Stryker Jr., Hank Butcher, Bob Tattersall, 
Charlie Lawlor, Gary Arnold, Mike McGreevy, Tommy Morrow, Tommy Copp, Jan Opperman, Danny O'Neill, Gary 
Koster, Gary Ponzini, Bill DeChamps, Bob DeJong, Dee Hileman, Colby Scroggins and Gary Bettenhausen just to 
name a few. 
 Harry was a journeyman Offy Mechanic and not only had a hand in keeping most all the offy midgets in 
the Golden Wheels club running, he wrote an overhaul manual for the 110 offy. While in the Northwest he restored 
three Kurtis Offy midgets of his own and I know of five midgets he restored or helped restore for GW members. 
The cars he restored for himself and he will be best remembered by were his black, red and white No 5 and No.10. 
 In the twenty or so years that Harry ran with the Golden Wheels I can only remember two nights when 
he broke and had to put his car on the trailer before the night was through. One of those nights was at Yakima 
when he lost a fuel pump and while unloading his car the next day he found his back-up fuel pump in his trailer, 
he had forgotten about. 
 Once I asked Harry where he learned his craft of working on Offys and he told me his teachers were Jack 
London and George Bignotti and you can't ask for any better teachers than that. 
 Since Moving to Las Cruces, NM in 2005 he finished building his bright red with white scallops 1923 T 
Track Roadster, a hot rod powered by a full house Ford flathead. After working on the track roadster for about 
ten years with help from his sons it was finished about two months before his passing. With every email he would 
send me with pictures attached was a note saying last week we took the track roadster to a car show and got 
first in class or best in show. His last email with thirty-seven pictures attached he mentioned a photographer from 
a magazine was here with a model and took 500 plus pictures. You could always expect one thing from Harry's 
work and that was perfection and the track roadster was no exception. 
 I am sure most everyone reading this will remember the Kurtis Offy midgets with the name Stryker Offy 
across the hood. Harry, his cars and his willingness to help anyone in need will be remembered by many and 
missed by all. 
 Sympathy, condolences and prayers to Harry’s wife Helen, his family and many friends. Rest in Peace, 
Harry. You will be missed.  
 
 
 



President’s Column:  
While the “Hottest Summer on Record” continues, we at Golden Wheels have not been sitting idle. Since my last 
report, we have completed on track exhibitions at the quarter mile asphalt track at Port Angeles, Washington over the 
4th of July weekend followed by the annual Art Pollard Memorial July 17th and 18th at Roseburg, Oregon.   
This past weekend we took our show to the half-mile asphalt track at Yakima, Washington. For some, myself 
included, this was the first experience on a track this big. While some regular participants stayed home, feeling the 
track was too big for their cars, we had a very good turnout of four midgets and the Edwards Samco, and five sprint 
cars plus the track roadster of John and Debbie Steves, which they towed up from their home in Northern California.  
I won’t give a blow-by-blow report on these events as Nita Volz does far better race reports, which will appear in 
future issues. I will say for my part, both Port Angeles and Roseburg continued the frustration I have been 
experiencing with the #14 Hal’s “HAL”. Right now, you’re all asking the burning question; but what about Yakima? 
Well, with all the help and support I’ve been getting from fellow club members, I actually completed a trophy dash-
-my first complete competitive laps since blowing up at Cottage Grove several years ago. So, it was only 4 laps, but 
it was trouble free and it looks like some of my problems are behind me. And boy, does my little racing car love that 
big track!!! 
Was very gratified to see Mel Anthony drop by the weekly Tuesday night dinner. Accompanied by daughter Vicki, 
Mel wanted to assure us that he was doing better. He’s lost a lot of weight, but reports that Vicki’s cooking has put 
10 lbs. back on. He looked great for someone who has experienced what he’s been through, and say’s he expects to 
be in his and son Dennis’s Shilala midget next year. Great news Mel, and can’t wait for you to be back in the fold 
full time. 
All our fun is not “on track” as many members get much pleasure from the fellowship the club offers, and the static 
display of our cars that is such an important part of what Golden Wheels is about. In keeping with this aspect of what 
we do, several members donated their time and cars to a little static show we put on for the residents of the Foss 
Nursing Home. Some of you know that wife Kay is an activities director at Foss, and was behind this event.  Thanks 
go out to John Nelson for bringing his famous Zink champ car, partner Gary Berg for showing his track roadster 
project, Bob Scott who brought his CAE sprinter, his recently purchased ‘41 Lincoln and his SSR daily driver. I 
brought the #14 HAL powered Solar and the club show car with it’s incredible V8/60. We had a steady stream of 
residents (mostly wheel chair bound), but very interested in our cars. The Foss management was very happy with 
their first ever car show, and would like to make it an annual event.   
Finally, as many members know, we never fully developed the Golden Wheels WEB site. It was taken as far as our 
tech knowledge would allow, which for most of us was close to zero. When I became president at the first of the year, 
it was my commitment that I would see the club have the site it deserves, and one we can all be proud of.  While I 
am not able to announce anything at this time, I want to tell you that I hope to have some very exciting news for 
members in the near future, as a very generous offer has come to us about building a site from certain people in the 
club. This will all be spelled out when I feel we are at the point where we feel comfortable about the product.  
Hope to see some of you at the City of Shoreline annual car show on Saturday, Aug. 15th where we will have a 
couple cars on display, and see everyone at the next big on track event at Cottage Grove, Aug. 21st. & 22nd.  
                    Hal 
  
Birthdays - Birthdays – Birthdays 
 Putting one more notch on the Birthday Tree in July were; Lenora McMurtry, Janie Choate, Gail McClure, 
Shelley Berg, Stu Donaldson, Glenn Nickell, Daryl Hedman, George “Cokey” Williams, Sanford Bray, Jr., Randy 
DuBois, Murray Ferris, Delmar McClure, Don Cook, Jr., Thomas Welch, John Gregg, Dave Imrie, Perry Ashworth, 
Don Henry, Brian McMurtry and Jerry Day.    
 August honorees celebrating are; Mel Anthony, Brenda Jarrett, George Todd, Dan Blair, Art Waller, Jack 
Goffette, Joe Winkler, Ralph Zbarsky, Cliff Spalding, LD ‘Dud” Burnett, John Ross and Jack Corley. 
 Best wishes to you all!!!! May there be many more in the future! 
 
Better – Better - Better 
 Great to hear that Anita Volz is evidently back to her old self and trying to catch up with stories, good times 
and all that goes awry with illness. Also, great to see that Mel Anthony is out and about again. 
 Just goes to show you that race cars and good times are the best medicine and what keeps us young. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 Events: A look at the Golden Wheels schedule shows the following events to fill out the season.  August 
21st and 22nd is an on track exhibition on the always fun to run Cottage Grove Speedway’s quarter-mile dirt bullring 
in Cottage Grove, OR. September starts off with a two day return to Ephrata Raceway Park in Ephrata, WA on the 
4th and 5th. This quarter-mile paved oval always seem to provide some great times and stories.  
 Things slow down  on Sept 12th for the static show at Arlington, WA’s Arlington Airport. It is the annual 
Arlington Drag Strip Reunion & Car Show hosted by the Port Gardner Vintage Auto Club (PGVAC) Lot’s of 
memories and good stuff here. 
 On track action picks up again Sept. 18th and 19th as we travel to the quarter-mile paved track of South Sound 
Speedway near Tenino, WA. Another fine little track to play on. The final exhibition of 2009, October 2nd and 3rd, 
will be at Willamette Speedway in Lebanon, OR where you can play in the dirt on their neat quarter-mile oval.  
 Also occurring in October will be the return to our monthly Breakfast Meetings. Make sure you mark Oct. 
11th on your calendar. Breakfasts are always the second Sunday of the month. Dinners are every Tuesday. Both at 
Shay’s in Shoreline on Old Hwy 99. I have yet to hear any info on the 2009 Banquet, which usually also occurs in 
October.  
 
 Any one Know????  We have received a request for information from a Mr. Paul Kierstein on the Fred 
Frame 1930/1933 Duesenberg Sprint Racer. He writes “This car was purchased by Briggs Cunningham from dealer 
Jack Stevens in 1951 (?). The car was on display at his museum in Costa Mesa California until it was sold. It is our 
understanding that John "Red" Mosekian had an interest in the car in early 40's. Dorothy Gruman, who called herself 
"The Duchess of Racing" either owned the car in the 40's or used it. She may have been the first women race car team 
owner/sponsor in the USA. She operated out of Portland Oregon and raced up and down the west coast. The car 
appeared in the Oakland Speed way driven by Gene Figone and in the Seattle area by "Duke" Dinsmore. 
 I did find where her husband Ralph died April 1,1977 in the Portland area. He was born 9-8-1895 but I we 
have little on her. We are attempting to complete the ownership and racing history of the car as completely as possible. 
CH Motorcars has this car as part of its collection. Any help you can provide will be most sincerely appreciated.  
Contact: Paul Kierstein, Assistant Photo Archives, CH Motorcars,LLC, 2500 Horseshoe Drive South, Naples, Florida  
34104  Tel; 1-239-643-5783. 
 I’m sure if anyone has any info on "The Duchess of Racing", Dorothy Gruman, Mr. Kierstein would be 
delighted to receive  it. 
 
 A couple of shots to close out this issue. Take care and make sure you……………… 

……………………………………………………………………………Keep Your Wheels Down!! 
 

    
 
                     Harry’s Beautiful Roadster                                        Foss Nursing Home Show 

 
◊◊◊◊◊◊ == BUY=SELL=FIND=TRADE == ◊◊◊◊◊◊ 

 
For Sale: 1939 V8-60 Block, crank, oil pan & stock heads, 
intake & exhaust manifolds. Block well seasoned (Rusty). 

Belonged to Eli Vukovich family. $200  

NEW      Contact Eric Lieder, phone 541-855-7146    NEW  
 

For Sale: 1935 Midget Race Car No. 4 Wee Stinker, 
complete. Owned and driven by Pike Green 1977 to 1985. 



Has approximately ten races on newly installed rebuilt Ford 
V8-60 engine. Some restoration still needed. Contact; Dick 

Fredell  360-629-2370   rmf54@juno.com 
 
For Sale: Kane midget. All powder coated.110 Offy motor. 7–
12”wheels. Aprox 15-13” wheels. Lots of Offy motor parts. All 

tools for rebuild of motor. New hood & nose for Kurtis. T-
Bars. Quick change gears. Spark plugs. Clean out the shop.  

$35,000  Cokey Williams Ph. 510-537-8497 
 

For Sale: ‘74 Edmunds-Kane Midget. 6 sets gears, 12 
wheels, Chevy II, Halibrand & spare parts. $16,000 w / open 

trailer or $20,000 w / 2008 14’ enclosed trailer 
Call: 360-387-4696 

 
For Sale: Midget offset Bennett quick change housing w / 
side plate & rear covers. 4.44 to 1 Ford ring & pinion. Used 

Franklin 10 spline gear sets #7-8-9-23 special-35-41. 
Contact: Jack Corley: 1790 SE Regner Rd., Gresham, OR 

97080  Phone: 503-667-1725 
 

 
PUT YOUR AD HERE – IT’S FREE 

YES…  I SAID IT’S FREE 
 
 

For Sale:Midget Race Car - 1930’s vintage. Looks like a 
Solar. Lots of LA Calif. history.   No Engine or gear box. 

Jack Corley, 1790 SE Regner Rd., Gresham, OR 97080  
Phone: 503-667-1725 

 
For Sale:Midget Race Car - 1930’s vintage. Looks like a 
Solar. Lots of LA Calif. history.   No Engine or gear box. 

Jack Corley, 1790 SE Regner Rd., Gresham, OR 97080  
Phone: 503-667-1725 

 
For Sale: 1971 Bob Trostle midget. Very rare as only three 

(3) were built. Has new Chevy II engine, new tail & nose and 
chrome plating. Torsion rear, leaf spring front suspension. 

Car was in process of restoration. Death in family forces sale. 
$11,000. Contact: Sam at 480-830-8883. 

 
Wanted: Information on D.O. Hal engine recently purchased 
in Portland, OR area. We are told the engine came from up 

north 30 years ago. (Possibly Bremerton or Bellingham, WA) 
It originally came with a rocker arm Crager. Both on ‘B’ 

blocks and painted silver. The HAL is gold under the silver. A 
& W BRG 10/3/61 is stamped on the pan rail. Any information 

is appreciated. Contact: Gordy 360-694-7853 or Mark 360-
798-2166. 

 
Smoke, Sand and Rubber - ‘Methanol’ Mel Anthony, Golden 
Wheels’ in house story teller’s long awaited Midget & Big Car 
History in the Northwest. Soft Cover, 288 pages, 7”x10”, 250 
B&W Photos. ISBN:0-9787721-0-5. Priced @ $29.95 + $4.00 

domestic shipping. $8.00 foreign. Order from: Sylvester 
Publishing #133, 18405 Aurora Ave. N. Suite H, Shoreline, 

WA 98133 
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